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About the Author
• Thomas Gray was born 

in London in 1716. He 
was considered one of 
the precursor of the 
Romantic Revival in 
English poetry. Apart 
from his ‘Elegy 
written in a Country 
Churchyard, hea has 
written odes like ‘Ode 
to Adversity’, ‘The 
Bard’ and ‘The 
Progress of Poesy’.



About the Poem

• ‘Elegy written in a 
Country Churchyard’
(1751) is a reflective 
poem where Gray 
meditates on the life of 
man in relation to his 
inevitable end. Gray 
celebrates virtues of 
common people and is 
glad that they are not 
touched by vices.



Key Points
An elegy is a poem which laments the dead. Gray's "Elegy 
Written in a Country Churchyard" is noteworthy in that it 
mourns the death not of great or famous people, but of 
common men. 
The speaker of this poem sees a country churchyard at 
sunset, which impels him to meditate on the nature of 
human mortality. The poem invokes the classical idea of 
memento mori, a Latin phrase which states plainly to all 
mankind, "Remember that you must die." The speaker 
considers the fact that in death, there is no difference 
between great and common people. He goes on to wonder 
if among the lowly people buried in the churchyard there 
had been any natural poets or politicians whose talent had 
simply never been discovered or nurtured. This thought 
leads him to praise the dead for the honest, simple lives 
that they lived.



Key Notes cont…
• "Elegy" is one of the best-known poems 
about death in all of European literature. 
The poem presents the reflections of an 
observer who, passing by a churchyard 
that is out in the country, stops for a 
moment to think about the significance of 
the strangers buried there.

• In this poem, the graveyard acts as a 
memento mori, reminding the narrator to 
not place too much value on this life 
because someday he too will be dead and 
buried. The speaker of the poem is 
surrounded by the idea of death.



Key Points cont…
• "Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard" is 
written in heroic quatrains. A quatrain is a 
four-line stanza. Heroic quatrains rhyme in 
an abab pattern and are written in iambic 
pentameter. An iamb is a poetic foot 
consisting of one unstressed and one 
stressed syllable.

• Pentameter simply means that there are 
five feet in each line. 
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